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Learning Objectives

At the completion of this lesson, you will be able to:

1.understand the different periods and the
records that are available

2.order records from the National
Archives

3.use the FHLC to identify and locate
records

4.use the Internet to locate records
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large, online |
library where yo
can find
thousands of
articles, howto
Instructions, on-
line courses and
helps in getting
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https://familysearch.org/learn/researchcourses

Research Courses

Learn the basic methods and key resources to start your family history.

RESEARCH COURSES

England Beginning Research Series Research Courses

England Beginning Research

Lesson 1: Research Overview

Germany Research
Ireland Research
Italy Research
Lesson 2: Census Records

New Zealand Research

Poland Research

Lesson 3: Civil Registration Download Course (165 ME Principios basicos para la
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S Brief History

England has a long history of involvement in
military action. Some of these conflicts were:

A 455 1485:Wars of the Roses. These
ongoing wars involved mostly knights )
pledged to lords or vassals. Few commoners
were involved, and few records were kepit.

A 642 1649:Civil War and

nCromwelllano peri od. Di s
the form of government and religion

led to civil war. Only very brief

military records of officers still exist.
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fiy)  Al755 1762:Seven Years War. Called the &7
French and Indian War in North America, this
war involved 120,000 British soldiers and

began a continuous series of army records.

A 775 1783:U.S. Revolution. The
British army had 135,000 men in

g ) North America when fighting
3l d broke out. Some men remained in
S5 ¥ W% il Canada after the war, but most

d returned to England. Records of
Loyalists and others who remained
In Canada are separate from other
military records.
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K 805 1815:Napoleonic Wars. © =
Numerous battles across Europe
iInvolved 365,000 British soldiers
and 300,000 seamen. These
battles include the Peninsular
Wars in Portugal and Spain. Also
iIncluding the Battle of Trafalgar.

A1854 1856:Crimean War. 225,000 troops were
iInvolved in the Crimea (Russian Black Sea).

AL857 1860:Indian Mutiny. Many of the troops
discharged after the Crimean war were recalled
to quell the revolt in India.
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A 877 1901:Boer Wars. The first
Anglo-Boer War led to South African
iIndependence in 1881. The second
Anglo-Boer War (1898 1901) led to

the unification of South Africa in
1910.

s AL914 1918:World
== ¢ = ol War l. About three
R ¢ 24 million English troops
<9 served in this war.
W=t T| 750,000 died.
A1939 1945:World War II. Over one

million British soldiers and civilians
died Iin the war.
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S Notes on the Services

Royal Navy:
Ahe oldest of the
British armed services.
A-rom the early 18th
century to the middle
of the 20th century, it
was the largest and

4 most powerful navy Iin
the world.
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Merchant Marine:

Avorked aboard commercial vessels.

Asearch merchant shipping records if you find one
of the following terms in records about your
ancestor:

ACaptain
AMariner
Seaman

AMate

Aoatswain posun)

C .”!'
i oA
a | &8
|| B
E'§

v

Asuper cargo. \W

l
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Royal Marines:

MOriginally maintained

military discipline on navy
vessels.

At has been a separate branch
of the military since 1755.
Aloday the Royal Marines
(RM) are the marines and
amphibious infantry of the
United Kingdom and, along
with the Royal Navy and Royal
Fleet Auxiliary, form the Naval
Service.
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—  British Coast Guard:

Aestablished just after the
Napoleonic Wars for the purpose
of preventing smuggling.

ACoast Guard Act of 1856 put this
task under the direction of
the admiralty.

Merforms coastwatching

and lifesaving duties.
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British Army:
B Ahe land armed forces
igp=8g branch of the British

Kingdoms of England
and Scotland into the
Kingdom of Great
Britain in 1707.
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Yeomanry:

Alesignation used by units of the British

Territorial Army

Alescended from volunteer cavalry regiments.
An the 1790s, the threat of invasion was
high with the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte.
An order to improve the country's
defencesvolunteer regiments were 22 L
raised in many counties from yeomen Jry 5
Arhe word "yeoman" refers to small
farmers who owned the land they
cultivated
Ahe officers were drawn from the nobility
and many of the men were their tenants.
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Colonial Armies

are Forces raised In other
countries.
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Fencibles

A-rom the word defencible

2 AArmy regiments raised during
i @t \ the American War of

sl Independence and French
'i Revolutionary Wars

Kor defence of the country
J L‘ against the threat of invasion by
the French.
] Arhey had no liability for
overseas service.
Arhey included naval forces
known as "River Fencibles
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Royal Air

Force:

ARAF is the air arm of
the British Armed
Forces.

A-ormed on 1 April 1918
A-ounded by the

Royal Flying Corps and
the Royal Naval Air
Service.
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Military Records

Arhey may provide information not
found in any other source.

AThese records identify individuals
who served or were eligible to serve
In the military.

Avilitary service (other than the
militia)
was usually a lifetime career.

fOfficers came from the upper
classes.

ASoldiers usually came from the
poor. y


https://familysearch.org/learn




