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Welcome to the December issue of the Mesa AZ FamilySearch Library Newsletter.   
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΦ  hǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ 
typically turn to remembering the celebrations and traditions of the pastτ
celebrations when we were children; celebrations with our own families; and 
celebrations of present times.   Sharing these memories will become the links that 
can bind each generation together.   

CŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƻŎŎǳǊΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ άŦŀƳƛƭȅέ ƛƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
history.  We discover that family history is not just a collection of names, dates and 
placesτit is about people and families.  

I remember hearing a story once about a family that traditionally cut off the ends of 
the ham before putting it into the pan to cook for holiday celebrations.  One year as 
the newlywed daughter was taking her turn preparing the ham dinner, she asked her 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǿŜ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳΚέ  IŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ 
ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŀǎƪ DǊŀƴŘƳŀΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ DǊŀƴŘƳŀ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊΣ ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǿŜ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳΚέ  {ƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ŎŀƭƳƭȅΣ 
ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴȅ Ǉŀƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōƛƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƘŀƳΦέ  aŜƳƻries of three 
generations of ham ends discarded in the trash for no reason flooded their minds.  
They all laughed.  More importantly, a family tradition was explained and a family 
story was born to be told to future generations.   

Many people wonder what their ancestors were like and our children will probably 
wonder the same about us.  We need to be writing down our stories, chronicling our 
family traditions, sharing our memories.  Our Newsletter contains many suggestions 
about how you can teach, learn, and share your family traditions. It also contains 
hints on recording your experiences.  

The Library will be closed November 24th through January 4th for renovation.  Please 
join us in 2015 to enjoy the changes. 

     Sherril Harmon 
     Director      
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LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ holiday 
traditions, old and new, become a huge part 
of our celebrations.  Our thoughts go to 
remembering the past while we try to create 
the future for current generations.  But do 
you realize family traditions and folklore can 
provide genealogical clues, too? 

Family Traditions Help Us Understand Our 
Ancestors and Ourselves 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴέ comes from the Latin 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊΣ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴΦέ  
Traditions are behaviors and actions that are 
engaged in again and again and are typically 
performed at the same time and/or in the 
same way.  They become predictable.  They 
become important because we rely on them 
to define ourselves and our values.  
Traditions are important as binding agents 
that link generations together; in other 
words, traditions are family history.   
Establishing and maintaining traditions and 
collecting memories are empowering as we 
discover who we are. 

 !ǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōȅ {ŀƴŘǊŀ YΦ ¢ǳƴŀƧŜƪΣ   άLƴ ŀƭƭ 
civilizations past and present, families have 
taken pride in their traditions.  The many fall 
and winter celebrations showcase our 
customs, symbols, food, and music.  In many 
ways, the seasonal events and holidays serve 
as roadmaps, marking significant events in 
the stories of our lives and creating a sense of 
flow, order and balance.  Think back to the 
holidays of your childhood.  Whatever the 
occasion, the rituals and traditions link our 
thoughts to the people and places we know.  
They highlight relationships with loved ones 
and allow us to keep the memory of those 
who have passed away alive in the hearts of 
our children.  As our children imitate our 
actions, beliefs, and thoughts, they help keep 
traditions alive for the next generation.  In 
fact, studies show that family traditions 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƻƘŜǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦέ   

Traditions tie us all upward into our family 
trees and down into the families that are still 
being created.  They are a way of honoring 
our ancestors and departed family members 
and of welcoming new members in.  Family 
traditions are physical representations of our 
place in a never-ending story that includes  

 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ loved and everybody 
ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦ  hōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
preserving traditions, and teaching them to 
our children, grounds us all in an ongoing 
project that will last far beyond our own time 
on earth. 

Family Traditions Need to be Recorded for 
Future Generations 

Even centuries-old traditions can be captured 
using modern technology to record and 
preserve them.   Research shows that 
ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻƴŘƭȅ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ άƴƻǎǘŀƭƎƛŀ 
ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅέ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 
maintaining and recording meaningful family 
traditions.  Following are suggestions on how 
to record your family traditions for future 
generations. 

1. Visit the Mesa AZ FamilySearch Library 
Life Story Room to visually record your 
story and traditions.  See our website 
mesafsl.org. 

2. Prepare a family newsletter using word 
processing or desktop publishing 
software and email it to family members. 

3. Use a blog (Web log or online diary) to 
write about favorite family traditions or 
record them with your video camera and 
ōǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ŀ /5 ƻǊ 5±5ΧΦƳŀȅōŜ ŀǎ 
Holiday gifts. 

4. Create a virtual photo album or e-
scrapbook created digitally rather than 
on paper. 

5. Develop a family website that connects 
relatives all over the world.  Use it to 
reminisce about traditions, share family 
stories and plan reunions. 

6. At Christmas, hang tree ornaments or 
other decorations that visually represent 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
video the event, including explanations 
of the items. 

7. If your ancestors came from different 
countries, focus on one ancestral line on 
one night; for instance, Irish traditions on 
Christmas Day and Swedish customs on 
bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
activities. 

8. Look for when ancestors were born and 
look up histories to see what life and 
celebrations were like at the time of their  

 

        birth; share and record the stories. 
9.  Share and record family recipes in a 

family cookbook. 
10. Using the above suggestions will 

enable you to do actual family 
history work and ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŘƛǎŎƻver 
the work itself becomes a family 
tradition. 

 

 

    

     Additional Sites to Try: 

Pennsylvania German Christmas 
Traditions 
www.amishnews.com/featurearticles/
germanchristmas.htm 

United States Holiday Traditions 
www.californiamall.com/holidaytraditi
ons/traditions-america.htm 

Moravian Christmas Traditions 
www.moravian.org/faith-a-
congregations/moravian-traditions-a-
customs/ 

www.smokymountainnews.com/aae/it
em/7845-christmas-traditions-from-
the-moravians 

Jewish Holiday Traditions 
http://www.ifcj.org/site/PageNavigato
r/eng/inside/hanukkah 

Italian Holiday Traditions 
www.californiamall.com/holidaytraditi
ons/traditions-italy.htm 

Irish Christmas Traditions 
http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/t
he-top-ten-irish-christmas-traditions-
that-make-the-season 

Norwegian Christmas Traditions 
http://mylittlenorway.com/2009/12/a-
norwegian-christmas/ 

 

  

News You Can Use  

Family Traditions and Family History  
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At Our Library  

Is that how the story of Christmas day went when she was young?  Would it be that way if Grandma were telling it?  Do you know if Grandpa chopped the 
head off the turkey and helped pluck out its feathers so they could enjoy it for their Christmas dinner?   Christmas is a time for gathering, laughing, sharing, 
and enjoying traditions from the past.  Here are some ideas of traditions you can start now that will make Christmas Past part of Christmas Present: 
   1. During a family home evening each week in December ask Mom and Dad or Grandma and Grandpa to share a story about Christmas when they were 
young.  Record the stories so you can hear them again in the future.  Add the recording to the Family Tree on FamilySearch.org through the "Audio" portion 
under Memories.  And/or you can transcribe them and put them in writing under the "Stories" portion of Memories. 
   2. Have a dessert or treat from Grandma's youth as part of your family Christmas dinner.  
   3. Was a "honey-taffy-pullέ part of Great-Grandpa's youth? Have one in your family during the holidays. Did Grandma make divinity or almond toffee every 
Christmas? Ask her to come over and teach you how. 
   4. Check out the old journal or family pictures sitting on the shelf and enjoy memories from Christmas long ago. 
   5. Have a family outing to see or do something relating to a family Christmas from the past. 
   6. Find out if there was a favorite Christmas song from your parents or grandparents youth and sing it together. 
   7. Learn about the "old-fashioned" Christmases of your ancestors and do some of the same things.    
Learning about Christmas Past can warm your heart, increase your appreciation for Christmas Present, and strengthen your family love. So, enjoy as you learn 
about your Grandma snuggling under blankets with her sisters as they rode in a sleigh over fields of snow listening to the "jingle bells" tied onto the horses. 
Look how Mom's eyes light up as she tells about the Christmas Eve when all her cousins and their parents slept overnight at her house. Or, laugh with Daddy 
when he tells about trying to stay awake and catch Santa stuffing his stocking. Make it a tradition to let Christmas Past enrich your Christmas Present! 

 

ñOver the river and through the woods 

to Grandmotherôs house we goé.ò 

Check Out Changes 

to  the Library  

30 additional computers 

2 downstairs classrooms 
instead of 1 

Classrooms separated by bi-        
fold door to enable 1 large 

classroom as required 
 

Soundproofed classrooms 
 

Upstairs training room 
converted to conference 

room 
 

тлέ ǿŀƭƭ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ¢±Ωǎ ƛƴ 
each classroom & in new 
upstairs conference room 

 
Removed US Federal Census 
microfilm and books (data 

now online) 
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Our Website Resources : 

" 

                                          
wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ όƻǊ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜΩǎύ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ 

posterity now and in the future by clicking on the www.mesafsl.org home page link 

άaŀƪŜ ŀ [ƛŦŜ {ǘƻǊȅ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘέΦ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ όά{ǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 

IƛǎǘƻǊȅ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎέύ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ will 

help to prepare for the one-hour recording.  As you will see, many of the 

suggestions refer to memories of family traditions and celebrations.  Make an 

appointment to record your life story now.  You and your family will be so grateful! 

 

HELPS FO R WRITING LIFE STORIES AND 

FAMILY HISTORIES  

There are several presentations or handouts on the website that you may 

find helpful as you consider writing family histories or life stories: 

/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƭƛƴƪ ΨResearch HelpsΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ 

ΨAdditional Research HelpsΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜΦ {ŎǊƻƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ 

άHow to Eat an Elephant or Write your Personal Historyέ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ŀ 

PowerPoint presentation (be patient while the file downloads). 

/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ΨAnnual Conference ArchivesΩ ƻƴ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜarch for 

the following Handouts:   

¶ 2014 Family History Conference Archive (11:05-12:05 class 
section) - άWriting about Family Members, Places, and 
Eventsέ ōȅ 5ǊΦ 5ǳŀƴŜ wƻŜƴ  
 

¶ 2014 Family History Conference Archive (2:10-3:10 class 
section) - άDaily Journaling: Recording Family History as It 
IŀǇǇŜƴǎέ by Dr. Duane Roen 
 

¶ 2012 Conference Archive - άWriting Your Family Historyέ 
by Anne Wainner Benham 

hƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ΨWebcastsΩΦ  {ŎǊƻƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ άWriting 

About Family Historyέ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ 5ǊΦ 5ǳŀƴŜ wƻŜƴ ƻƴ Feb. 12, 2014. 

 

 

FAMILY TRADITIONS ARE PART OF YOUR LIFE STORY ééé 

RECORD THEM NOW!!!!  

 

 

http://www.mesafsl.org/
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Tech Tip:  

   Did You Know?  

ATTENTION FILM USERS : 

During the closure for renovation, th ere 

will be a modification for patron films.  If 

you have a film due to be returned to Salt 

Lake City during the closure, the film will 

be extended until February 1, 2015.  

ʝĊ±Ɩ ʲƶɔ ȉ±l±Ĝʘ± ȺĊ± ̄ìĜŴƌ ȹƶ a± 

Ȉ±ȺɔȉƖ±|̅ ±ƌ"ĜŴˮ ʲƶɔ ƌ"ʲ ĜôƖƶȉ± ĜȺ˱ 

All film received during the renovation 

will automatically be extended 30 days 

from the original due date.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

THE LIBRARY IS BEING 

RENOVATED!!!  

THE LIBRARY WILL BE CLOSED  

FROM  

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24
TH

 

THROUGH  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
RD

 

THE LIBRARY WILL REOPEN ON  

MONDAY, JANUARY 5
TH 

6.  Use email and the Internet safely.  Ignore unsolicited 
emails, and be wary of attachments, links and forms in 
emails that come from people you don't know, or which 
seem "phishy."  Avoid untrustworthy (often free) downloads 
from freeware or shareware sites. Learn more about spam 
filtering. 
 7.  Use secure connections.  When connected to the 
Internet, your data can be vulnerable while in transit. Use 
remote connectivity and secure file transfer options. 
8.  Protect sensitive data.  Reduce the risk of identity theft. 
Securely remove sensitive data files from your hard drive, 
which is also recommended when recycling or repurposing 
your computer.  Use the encryption tools built into your 
operating system to protect sensitive files you need to 
retain. 
 9.  Use desktop firewalls.  Mac and Windows computers 
have basic desktop firewalls as part of their operating 
systems.  When set up properly, these firewalls protect your 
computer files from being scanned. 
10.  Most importantly, stay informed.  Stay current with the 
latest developments for Windows, Mac, Linux, and Unix 
systems. 

With the majority of our family history work done on computers, 
it becomes imperative that we keep our information safe and 
secure.  The Massachusetts Institute of Technology recommends 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ άTop Ten Safe Computing TipsέΥ 
1.  Patch, Patch, PATCH!  Set up your computer for automatic 
software and operating system updates.  An unpatched machine 
is more likely to have software vulnerabilities that can be 
exploited. 
 2.  Install protective software.  Install software set to scan your 
files and update your virus definitions on a regular basis. 
 3.  Choose strong passwords with letters, numbers, and special 
characters to create a mental image or an acronym that is easy 
for you to remember.  Create a different password for each 
important account, and change passwords regularly. 
4.  Backup, Backup, BACKUP! Backing up your machine regularly 
can protect you from the unexpected. Keep a few months' worth 
of backups and make sure the files can be retrieved if needed.  
5. Control access to your machine.  Don't leave your computer 
in an unsecured area, or unattended and logged on, especially in 
public places. The physical security of your machine is just as 
important as its technical security. 
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ƕƶʞ ʱƶɔ̃ʘ± ʝȉĜȺȺ±Ɩ or Recorded Your Story ̚Add It To The Family Tree  
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FamilySearch Family Tree  

General Guidelines for Adding Stories :   

Privacy and Permission .  Since stories can be viewed by anyone, only add stories for deceased 

ancestors.  If you add any story that includes living people, first get permission from each living person 

in the story. 

Appropriateness.   Content in stories must be consistent with FamilySearch.org standards.  Stories are 

screened before they are published. 

What Others Can Do with the Stories You Add.   Others can read your stories, add the stories to an 

Album, and add comments.  They cannot edit or delete your story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

! 

To Add a Story to Family Tree:  

Locate the Person page of the individual you want to add a 

story to.  Click on Memories, then Stories.  

 
 Then Click Stories Add 

              

Click on the Plus (+) Sign to reach 

the Add New Story screen (above 

right)  

 

 

When you get to the above screen, you are 

ready to add the Story.  One caution̚have 

your story electronically stored on a flash drive 

or on another computer --most likely, in a word 

processing program like Microsoft  Word.  You 

will then be able to Copy/Paste the story from 

that source to this new Family Tree source.  It is 

recommended that  you do not input directly to 

the Add New Story screen because too many 

things can go wrong where your information 

could be lost̚i.e., FamilySearch may have 

system issues; the Internet connection may be 

interrupted, etc.; you may neglect to Save, etc. 

Be sure to SAVE when you have completed the 

Copy/Paste.  Your Story is now loaded. 
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600 attendees  

55 classes  

40  presenters  
 Fabulous 

facility  

�³�:�R�U�N�V�K�R�S���Z�D�V���I�X�O�O���R�I���J�R�R�G��
information and tips.  Presenter 

was a great speaker and fun to 

�O�L�V�W�H�Q���W�R���´ 

ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ Ƙŀǎ 
passion about this 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΗέ 

ά±ŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ  Full of fun 

facts about finding 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΧCŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ 

ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΦέ 

ά¢ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗέ 


