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The Native American, 
Polynesian, and African 
American Committee meet 
on the 2nd Monday of every 
month, from 10:00-11:00 in 
the upstairs classroom. 
Some topics covered:  
Slave Schedules, Five 
Civilized Tribes, Indian 
Rolls, 'Quick Starts' and 
more. All are welcome to 
come and learn about 
researching these records. 
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                Volume 2 Issue 2 

            Marsha Atkin: Chairman/ Editor 
Gordon Mulleneaux: Assistant Editor   

Betty Jean Perry 
Steve Packer 
 Melba Preece 

Matthew Watts: Graphic Designer                                                      
Nick Randall: Graphic designer 

Sherrill Harmon: Director 
Bruce Evans: Assistant Director 

Adrian Kuzdas: Assistant Director  
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
http://www.mesarfhc.org/ 

 

               DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE:   
 

What classes would be beneficial 
to you? Send us your ideas-   

mesafhcnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

PAGE 2:  

 

Page 2: Event of the Month 

Page 3: Quick Start / Family Search 

Page 4: Crossing Family Lines  

 Techtip   

Page 5: Website Page 

Page 6 & 7 & 8: Class schedules  

Check out our Facebook and past 
newsletters. Click on the link 

Mesa FHC Facebook page  

& 

Past Newsletters 

 

       

       February is Black History Month and is also known as African-
American History Month.  It was started in 1926 by the African-American 
historian, Dr. Carter G. Woodson. Originally it was called ‘Negro History 
Week’.  Dr. Woodson wanted to bring awareness to the citizens about the 
many contributions of the African-American people in building this nation.  
In the 1970s, the name ‘Negro History Week’   was changed to ‘Black 
History Week’, then in 1976, the entire month of February was designated 
as the National African-American Month, or Black History Month.  Why the 
month of February? February is the birth month of two very important men 
that had great influence on the African-American people.  These men are 
President Abraham Lincoln who was instrumental in freeing the slaves and 
preserving the United States as one country.  The other was Fredrick 
Douglas an abolitionist. Douglas was also the first Vice-Presidential 
nominee from the African-American people.    

        The theme of Black History Month this year is ‘Black Women in 
American Culture and History.’  I think this is a wonderful theme as women 
have made significant contributions to the American society throughout our 
history.  We have a wonderful example of a gifted and gracious African-
American woman at our center.  Her name is Hattie Mason.  We have 
many wonderful and dedicated workers here but since it is Black History 
Month I wanted to mention Hattie and thank her for all she does for the 
Center. Hattie is an excellent instructor as she shares her genealogy 
research skills with others.  She is now the Native American, Polynesian 
and African American Committee Chair. 

         A paper on ‘Black Scientist & Inventors’ by Ann Marie Imbornoni 

found at: http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhmscientists1.html lists 
accomplishments and contributions by African American Scientists.  If you 
are interested in African-American research you are welcome to visit our 
facility.  

     One last thought; Valentine’s Day is also celebrated this month.  May 
we show more love and appreciation for those around us? There are so 
many that bless our lives with their love and kindness.  I have grown to 
love and    appreciate the wonderful people here at the Mesa Regional 
Family History Center. They are kind, easy to work with and willing to 
share with the patrons who come.  We invite each of you to come into the 
Center, spend some time with us and enjoy the good feelings that are 
here. Love and kindness go a long way to help make this a better world 
and it always comes back to us, many times over.  

       

 

 

~ Bruce Evans Assistant Director 
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What classes would be beneficial to 

you? Send us your ideas-   
mesafhcnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

Joyce Reese McCollum began her journey as a genealogist in 1985 after learning that both 
her maternal great-grandfathers were Civil War Veterans, having served in the United 

States Colored Troops. Since an early retirement, she has devoted her time to  
genealogy research. 

Ms. McCollum is Co-Administrator for www.LowCountryAfricana.com ,  

www.africanaheritage.com and www.afriquest.com . 

At present, Ms. McCollum works on the websites, researching for herself and others. She 
participates in local genealogy groups, conducts workshops and lectures. She is currently 

preparing for the upcoming conferences in Salt Lake and Las Vegas.  She is also 
documenting the history of African American residents in the Phoenix area as part of the 

Arizona Centennial observances. 

 

 

 

WHEN:  

February 24, 2012 

At 7pm To 8:30pm 
                                         
                              WHERE: 

Mesa Family History Training Center 

464 E. 1
st  Ave Mesa, AZ 

(West of the Temple) 
 

 

 

 

No Pre-Registration Required 

    For additional information or questions 
call 

 Mesa Family History Center 

480-964-1200 
 

2 

http://www.lowcountryafricana.com/
http://www.africanaheritage.com/
http://www.afriquest.com/


 

  

 

 

                                       

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Native American Quick Start is a 6 page worksheet that will help direct your 
search. As with any research, you start with what you know. The quick start 
continues with gathering tribal information and directing you to helpful websites. 
There is also information on books, films, etc. This Quick Start is a great “How To” 
for Native American Research. 

Click above title to acess full African- American Quick Start. See additional quick starts by 
clicking on the RED Titles or BLUE underline type.  

This information will help with your African American research.  Books listed 
include; “Free African Americans of North Carolina and Virginia”, “The Source 
Book” and “Free African Americans of Maryland and Delaware”, from the 
Colonial period to 1810 which includes 268 family names. This book also 
includes backgrounds of African American in Maryland (found in Introduction).  

The Quick Start includes websites like, Heritage Quest, good search engines like 
freedmensbureau.com, and http://africanamericancemeteries.com.  The African- 
American Quick start is a very useful tool. 

  AFRICAN AMERICAN QUICK START 

NATIVE AMERICAN QUICK START 

HAWAIIAN QUICK START 

We would like to highlight 
the remaining classes of  

US Research  
Classes are held in the Training Center 

Auditorium, Tuesdays at 1:30pm and 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm. 
464 East 1st Ave., Mesa  
  (West of the Temple).   

Each participant may purchase 
a “USB flash drive”  

($10 or less) to download all 
 the course materials and slides.  

Call 480-964-1200 to sign up. 
 

Lesson 2: US Census Records 
        Tuesday and Wednesday                             
                  Jan 31 & Feb 1 
Lesson 3: US Civil and Church          
                     Vital Records 
       Tuesday and Wednesday  
                        Feb 7 & 8  
Lesson 4: US Immigration and  
                    Naturalization 
       Tuesday and Wednesday        

    Feb 14 & 15  
Lesson 5: US Land Records 
        Tuesday and Wednesday        

  Feb 21 & 22   
Lesson 6: US Probate and 

  Court Records 
       Tuesday and Wednesday        

  Feb 28 & 29       
Lesson 7: US Military Records 
        Tuesday and Wednesday 
                       March 6 & 7   
 Lesson 8: Tools 
         Tuesday and Wednesday   
                       Mar 13 & 14 

 

 British Isles Research 
    Classes taught at the training 
center, 1:30 pm. These courses 
include records from England, 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales.  

 
     
Lesson 2: Census Records                                     
                Wednesday Feb 1 
Lesson 3: Civil Registration          
                Wednesday Feb 8  
Lesson 4: Church Records                    
                Wednesday Feb 15            
Lesson 5: Probate and court records 
                Wednesday Feb 22 
Lesson 6: Immigration Records 

Wednesday Feb 29 
Lesson 7: Land Records  

  Wednesday March 7 
Lesson 8: Military Records 
                Wednesday March 14 

 

African American Freedmen's Bureau. Start in Family Search, Go to learn> 

Research Wiki>type in 'Black History'.                                                                 
 
The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (often called the 
Freedmen’s Bureau) was created in 1865 at the end of the American Civil War 
to supervise relief efforts.  The Freedmen's Bureau also worked with African 
American soldiers, sailors and their heirs to secure back pay, bounty payments 
and pensions for about four million newly freed African Americans. 

 
The Bureau's records 1865-1872, are a valuable source for the Black Family 
historian. Among the records are registers that give the names, ages, and 
former occupations of freedmen and names and residences of former owners. In 
addition, there are marriage registers that provide names, addresses, ages, and 
complexions of husbands and wives and their children. For some states there 
are census lists, details of labor and apprenticeship agreements, back pay 
records, complaint registers, personal data about black soldiers (including 
company and regiment), school records, hospital registers, census records, and 
records of murders committed against freedmen. 

 
For a list of Freedmen’s Bureau records that are microfilmed see  
 Black Studies: A Select Catalog of National Archives Microfilm Publications FHL 

book 973 A3bs; fiche 6002413; and on the Internet. 
www.archives.gov./genealogy/heritage/aficanamerican The Family History 
Library has many of the Freedmen’s Bureau microfilmed records Keyword 
Search using the search phrase “Bureau of Refugees” www.FamilySearch.org 

FamilySearch.org also has a searchable collection of marriage records for about 
7,900 individuals from Freedmen's Bureau Marriages, 1815-1869. The collection 
includes images of the original records. 

 

 

The Hawaiian Quick Start offers 12 pages of excellent direction for Hawaiian 
research including, addresses, some phone numbers, and web sites to research 

Hawaiian roots.  
  ~ Matthew Watts 

~ Marsha Atkin 3 
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CROSSING ANCESTRAL LINES                             

AT THE CENTER 
 

Gray Scale (no color Printing), Go to start at the bottom left corner and bring up the Menu and then click on 
devices and printers which should bring up your printer, there should be a menu Similar to the one below 
with data on it to let you know what to do. Click on Adjust Options at the bottom of the list and you will get 
another Menu, or screen option to go to Gray Scale. Click on Gray Scale and then print. You may want to 
change it back to color when you have printed the document. 

Don’t forget- you can control and scroll to make it large enough to read. This is what some of the Menus 

might look like but some only have options for grafting plans.  Yours may be different, but all are similar. Be 
sure to read all options. 

                                                

                                       

 

 

Ayuda en español disponible en 
el Centro de Historia Familiar de 
Mesa en la primera y tercera 
sábados de cada mes, de 10 
am a 1:00 pm. Translation: 
Spanish help available at the 
Mesa Family History Center on 
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of 
each month, from 10 am to 1:00 
pm. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

~ Wayne Van Kirk 

We have a Native American, African American and Polynesian research class that meets on the 2nd 
Monday every month at 10:00 AM, in the classroom upstairs. All are welcomed to attend.  
 
These are some of the resources we have that could help locate your Native Ancestors-  
  
Godfrey Memorial Library: This is a subscription site but is free at MRFHC.  Click in under "member log 
in" then click "FHC Login". 
Under - African American Resources - there are 54 clickable sites. 
Under - Hawaii - there are 4 clickable sites. 
Under - Native American Resources - there are 17 clickable sites. 
 
On the main page of the MRFHC site - click on "Research Helps" and scroll down to the Native American, 
Hawaiian and African American. There are Quick Starts and a Help Guide. 
 

 ~ Melba Preece 

4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

ABOUT FORMS AND AIDS 
Interactive Forms and Aids web page is very helpful.   

Just type in the information and print.  
Click on the blue underline type to access link. 

Note:  All quick starts are PDF format. Clicking on the Interactive Forms  
(link below) will allow access the following documents: 

Interactive forms 
Pedigree, family group sheets, U.S. Census worksheets and more.  Just click on it 

and you can type in information. Save and get back to it through your word 
document program. Don't like the size or font? You can change that too!              

These interactive forms are a great way to do genealogy. 
 

QUICK STARTS 
Analysis Sheet  

This is an ancestral analysis sheet. This will help keep track of the ancestor’s name, 
birth date, birthplace, marriage information and children.  

British Online Resources  
Interested in British research? Then go to this link and have access to many helpful 

websites. Also the page has another link,           
   British Online Census Resources which shows the British Census comparison  
  chart. The British Census Worksheet contains a place to put year, parish, city, 
                       town, Library call number, addresses and lots more! 

Canadian Census Worksheets 
This part of the Web page contains the 1851-1901 census worksheets for Canadian 

research. They are all the same but note that there are two 1861 census 
worksheets, one for Canada East (Quebec) and one for Canada West (Ontario). 

United States Census Worksheets 
This part of the Web page has information about census worksheets from  

1790-1930. Each one is different. 

. Probate Records 
This part of the Web page has information about probate records.  It provides a 
checklist for recording information and a place to put source information – book 

number, film number, name of deceased and page number. There is also a place to 
list any and all persons mentioned- including relationship,  

whether or not any property is conferred,  
names of executors and relationship, date written, names of witnesses  

AND MUCH MORE! 
 

Check out the rest of the page! 
 

Forms and Aids are a great tool to organize and keep track of your genealogy! 

 

 

 

MESA FAMILY HISTORY 

WEBSITE  

                         http://www.mesarfhc.org/  
http://www.mesarfhc.org/ 

Class in 
Spanish 

     Every Thursday at 
6-8 p.m.                      

The Hispanic 
Committee teaches 

research and computer 
techniques in Spanish. 

Instructor Carmen 
Rodriquez 

 Phone (480) 964-1200 
 

 
Canadian Committee 

Marie Welch 

Chairman 

 

German Committee 

Noreen Thomas 

Chairman 

 

  Immigration &  

Naturalization Committee 
    Robert Marshall    

Chairman 

 

 Land & Probate Committee 

  Bob Wilcock 

Chairman 
 

 LDS Records Committee 

Richard Heywood  

Chairman 
 

  Military Committee 

 Denis Brimhall                                     

Chairman 
             

    British Isles Committee 
  Joan Rowley             

Chairman 
   

 Native American, Polynesian 

&  

African-American   

Committee 

 Hattie Mason 
 Chairman 

 

Scandinavian Committee 

       Karen Keath  

   Chairman 
     

Hispanic committee 

     Ronald Evans  

Chairman 

 

COMMITTEES 
 

~ Matthew Watts 
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Comment or suggestions?  Click on the link or email at 

mesafhcnewsletter@gmail.com 
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