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Offering Helpful Feedback to Writers 

1. This resonates with me:  
2. I like . . . . 
3. Questions: 
4. Suggestions: 

 



Writing is a process: 

ÅInvention: Generating Ideas 

ÅResearch: Finding Information 

ÅDrafting: Presenting Ideas in Some Organized      

                     Way 

ÅRevising: Reseeing/Rethinking Ideas 

ÅEditing: The Table Manners of Writing 



Invention Activity 

Writing about a memorable family member 

 



A Memorable Family Member 

ÅList a few family members who evoke the 
most memories for youτƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ 
like to share with your siblings, cousins, 
children, and/or grandchildren. 

 

 

ÅChoose one of these family members: 

 



A Memorable Family Member 

ÅWhat did this person look like? 

ÅWhat roles did this person play in the family? 

ÅWhat are some words, phrases, or common 
expressions that you associate with this 
person? 

ÅWhat kinds of activities did you do with this 
person? 

 



A Memorable Family Member 

ÅWhat did this person like to do most in life? 

ÅWhere did you like to go with this person, or 
what did you like to do with this person? 

ÅWhat is the single most memorable event that 
you associate with this person? 

ÅWhat feelings come to mind when you think 
of this person? 

 



Invention Activity 

       Writing about a memorable family event 

 



A Memorable Family Event 

ÅList a few family events that hold the most 
memories for you: 

 

 

ÅChoose one of these events:  

 



A Memorable Family Event 

ÅWhen did this event occur? 

ÅWhere did this event occur? 

ÅWho participated in this event? 

ÅHow did you participate in this event? What 
was your role? 

 



A Memorable Family Event 

ÅHow have your thoughts about this event 
changed over time? 

ÅWhat is the significance of this event to you? 

ÅWhat is the significance of this event to other 
family members? 

 



Invention Activity 

        Writing about a memorable family place 

 



A Memorable Family Place 

ÅList a few places that have the most family 
memories for you: 

 

 

ÅChoose one of these places:  





A Memorable Family Place 

ÅWhat do you see when you look around in this 
place? 

ÅWhat smells do you associate with this place? 

ÅWhat sounds do you associate with this place? 

ÅWhat family members come to mind when 
you think of this place? 

 



A Memorable Family Place 

ÅWhat are some family activities or events that 
have occurred in this place? 

ÅWhat feelings do you associate with this 
place? 

ÅWhat is most memorable about this place for 
you? 

 



Invention Activity 

Writing a biographical/autobiographical poem 

 



Biographical/Autobiographical Poem 

ÅLine 1: (First name) 

ÅLine 2: (Several traits of this person) 

ÅLine 3: (Relationship to someone else) 

ÅLine 4: Who loves (several people or things) 

ÅLine 5: Who feels 

 



 
Biographical/Autobiographical Poem 

 
ÅLine 6: Who needs 

ÅLine 7: Who fears 

ÅLine 8: Who gives 

ÅLine 9: Who would like to see 

ÅLine 10: Resident of  

ÅLine 11: (Last name) 

 



Example Biographical Poem 

Doris, 

Norwegian, Swedish, Dutch, and English in her 
ancestry; 

Daughter of Walter and Lucille (Bystrom) Bennett, 
wife of Harley; 

Who loved spending time in the country, cooking 
for a threshing crew, and walking for hours; 

Who felt happiest when she was talking with 
friends and family; 

 



Example Biographical Poem 

Who needed a cure for a disease that robs far too 
many minds; 
Who feared snakes and swimming holes; 
Who freely gave her time to children with special 
needs; 
Who wanted to see an end to suffering and pain in 
the world; 
Lifelong resident of Pierce and St. Croix counties in 
Wisconsin; 
Roen. 

 



Daily Journaling 

           Recording family history as it happens 

 



Daily Journaling 

 

ÅPrinciple: άaŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜΦέ 

 ς C.K. Reisman, Narrative Methods for the Human 
Sciences 

  

ÅPurpose: To let your descendants know what your 
ƭƛŦŜκȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜΦ 

  

ÅConcern: What do you want descendants to know 
about your life? 

 



Sample Questions for Daily Journaling 

1.  Among your activities today, which ones are indicative of 2014? 
 

2.  What did you do today that reveals something about your personality? 
 

3.  What happened in the world today that made you pause to think? 
 

4.  What was the weather like today? 
 

5.  What television shows did you watch today? Why did you watch them?         
How did they make you feel? How did they make you think? 

 



Sample Questions to Guide Daily Journaling 

6.  What did your children/grandchildren do today that shows their 
personalities? 

 
7.  What did your children/grandchildren do today that made you 
reflect on who they are? 

 
8.  What did your children/grandchildren do today that made you 
proud? 
 
9.  What cognitive, social, or language development did you see in one 
of your children/grandchildren today? 

 
10.  What did your children do today that caused you to reflect on your 
parenting? 

 



Sample Questions to Guide Daily Journaling 

11.  What happened on this date in history? In the family? 
Locally? Regionally? Nationally? Internationally? 

 
12.  What well-known person died today? 

 
13.  What was it like at work today? 

 
14.  If you called a sibling or parent today, what did you talk 
about? 

 
15.  If you thought about something from your childhood 
today, what was it? How did it make you think or feel? 

 



Sample Questions to Guide Daily Journaling 

мсΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ άƻƭŘƛŜǎέ όрлǎΣ слǎΣ тлǎΣ улǎΣ флǎύ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
today, which song made you think about your earlier years? What 
memories came back to you? 

 
17.  If you thought about an ancestor today, what memories came 
back to you? 

 
18.  If you emailed a family member today, what did you write? 

 
19.  If you received an email or letter from a family member today, 
what did that person write? 

 
20.  If you noticed a family photo today, what memories did it evoke? 

 



Sample Questions to Guide Daily Journaling 

21.  What piece of good news did you receive today? 

 

22.  What did you eat today? 

 

23.  What did you wear today? 

 

24.  What recreational activities did you do today? 

 

25.  What book did you read today? Summarize what you 
read. 

 



Sample Questions to Guide Daily Journaling 

26.  What newspaper did you read today? 
Summarize the most memorable story. 

 

27.  What movies are popular this week? If you 
have seen any of them, give a brief synopsis of 
each one. 

 



Questions to Generate Enriching 
Details about Family History 


